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 On Easter Monday, April 1916, an uprising took place in the Irish capital of Dublin.  
It was one in a long series of attempts since 1798 to free Ireland from British control. 

Easter 1916 started a chain of events which saw Ireland gain its freedom. 
 

For more, see pages 4-5 

 
 
 

 

Ireland Remembers  



©  The School Times International 2016      Tel: +45 4913 3394      Internet: www.schooltimes.com 

Page 2 March 2016 The School Times 

ST INFORMATION 

 

 
www.schooltimes.com 

 
 

The School Times 
    INTERNATIONAL™ 

ISSN  1902 - 6544 

 



Scandinavian School Times 
Editorial Office 

Box 137 
3480 Fredensborg 

Denmark 
 

E-mail: st@schooltimes.com 
 

Editor 
Peter Young  

 
London Office 

John Foley 
 

Illustrations 
Des Asmussen 

 
Subscription Prices 

The School Times Online 
89 Euros 

 prices excl. tax 
 

 
IMPORTANT! 

 
© COPYRIGHT 

 
Only schools with a valid  
subscription may use or  

photocopy School Times’  
articles and exercises, and for  

INTERNAL use only. 
 

All other forms of resale,  
redistribution and copying, 

whether on the Internet, local  
intranet, or other digital format 
are strictly prohibited by law. 

 
 

Established in 1994 
 
 

 

© The School 
Times International 

2016 

Some of the Great Events of the 20th Century 
Since January 2009 subscribers to The School Times  
have even more great material available online. All 26  

chapters of our textbook The School Times Century are now 
online in PDF format for download and use in your teaching.  

 
Online Audio and Workbook 

Also online is The Century Student’s Workbook which  
includes 26 chapters of exercises and puzzles based on  

The School Times Century. And the audio text of each chapter 
is now available for download in MP3 format. 

 
Teacher’s Notes 

You can also gain access to the solutions and  
answers for the Student’s Workbook in the Teacher’s Notes. 

 
The School Times Century is the perfect supplement to  

The School Times Online. It is not only an English reader,  
but a look back at some of the important historical events and  
people from one of the most dramatic and exciting centuries  

in the history of mankind. 

Now online! 
The School Times Century 
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 IRELAND 

 

In  the early 
morning hours 

of the 3rd of May 1916, a 
group of three prisoners 
were marched from 
Kilmainham Jail in 
Dublin. As they left their 
prison cells at 3.45am 
there were scents of 
spring in the air, and the 
first birdsong could be 
heard. But as the world 
awoke to a new day, the 
three prisoners were 
facing the final moments 
of their lives. The three, 
Thomas MacDonagh, 
Pádraig Pearse and Tom 
Clark, were marched  

 
from their cells and 
blindfolded. One after 
another they were shot by 
a British firing squad. 
MacDonagh, Pearse and 
Clark were the first of 
many executions that 
took place after the 
‘Easter Rising’ of 1916.  
 
It was many years later, 
in 1948, that ‘The 
Republic of Ireland’ 
became the first-ever free 
Irish national state. But 
as every Irishman and 
Irishwoman will tell you, 
their path to freedom was 
a long and painful story.  
 
The people of Ireland had 
suffered centuries of 
often cruel and repressive  

 
rule by England. And  
later, under the ‘British’ 
government at West-
minster, the repressive 
rule continued. 
 
At the dawn of the 20th 
century the desire for 
‘home rule’ in Ireland 
was strong. There was a 
popular movement that 
wanted to see far more 
government of Ireland by 
the Irish. A similar home 
rule movement was also 
gathering huge support 
in Scotland.  
  
The outbreak of the Great 
War in 1914, however, 
meant that plans for 
home rule took a ‘back 
seat’ to the war in  

 
Europe. In Ireland itself, 
there was a growing split 
between the northern 
provinces and the rest of 
the country. A crisis had 
been building and a civil 
war was a real possibility. 
This was because, in the 
north of Ireland, the 
strong ‘unionist’ 
movement wanted no 
change. The people, 
mainly Protestant, 
wanted continued British 
rule by Westminster.  
 
Of course, it wasn’t as 
simple as that — there 
were a large number of 
supporters of home rule 
in the north of Ireland, 
too. However, in 1914 the  

 continued on page 5 

IRISH EASTER RISING 100th ANNIVERSARY 
 
 
 
 
 

The Easter that 
Changed Ireland Part 1 

MP3 AUDIO TEXT 

(Photo: United 
Nations) 

In all, 195 !  

 

 (Photo: The National 
Library of Ireland) 

 

During the 1916  
uprising in Dublin  
a number of build-

ings were taken over 
by the ‘rebels’. They 
held these success-

fully for a few days. 
However, British 
troops moved into 

the city in force and 
used heavy guns to 
fire on the Irishmen 
who were occupying 
parts of Dublin. This 

photo shows the 
main GPO building 
after the uprising 

was put down  
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IRELAND 

mainly ‘unionist’ north, 
and ‘home rule’ south put 
their differences aside to 
support Britain in the 
war in Europe.  
 
In one sense, the Great 
War came ‘just at the 
right time’ for the British 
government. It was in 
serious crisis over the 
issue of Ireland. But 
although attention was 
now on the conflict with 
Germany and her allies, 
the subject of Irish home 
rule did not go away.  
 
And so it was that  
events in Ireland took a 
dramatic turn a few years 
later. Just after midday 
on Easter Monday the 
24th of April 1916 the 
‘Proclamation of the 
Republic’ was read on the 
steps of the General Post 
Office in Dublin by 
Patrick or Pádraig 
Pearse. A teacher, poet 
and nationalist, Pearse 
was a member of the 
‘Irish Republican 
Brotherhood’ (the IRB). 
He was also one of the 
seven men who had  

signed the independence 
proclamation. It began:  
 
“Irishmen and Irish-
women: In the name of 
God and of the dead 
generations from which 
she receives her old 
tradition of nationhood, 
Ireland, through us, 
summons her children to 
her flag and strikes for 
her freedom…”.   
[You can read and listen 
to Part 2 of ‘The Easter 
that Changed Ireland’ in 
our April 2016 issue.] 





 524 words 
2,449 characters  
(1¾ DK normalsider) 
 
For more see Worksheet 1 

 
 

WORDS  
allies – in the text, countries that 
cooperate with each other for 
military purposes. 
blindfolded – to cover the eyes 
with a piece of cloth 
home rule – self government 
put aside – put out of the way 
repressive – brutal; harsh 
scents – smells 
took a back seat – became of 
less importance 
unionist – in the text, in favour of 
union with Britain and under 
control of the Westminster 
parliament 
 

 
 
 

 

The Irish Puzzle 

Across 
1 Word for ‘jail’ in the text 
5 Only an independent 
country can decide its … 
affairs  
7 ‘In the ... of Ireland, the 
strong ‘unionist’ movement 
wanted no change’ 
8 The Irish put their differ-
ences … to support Britain 
in the Great War which  
began in 1914 
9 ‘… did the uprising  
begin?’ ‘It began with the 
Proclamation of the  
Republic’ outside the GPO 
building.’ 
11 Traditional Irish Shep-
herd’s … is a popular dish 
in Ireland! 
12 Place of learning 
14 Past tense of ‘run’ 
15 In English, we say ‘a’ 
Welshwoman but ‘…’  
Irishwoman 
17 The people of Ireland ... 
suffered centuries of often 
cruel and repressive rule 
19 After a few days the ... of 
heavy cannon fire could be 
heard in Dublin as British 
troops fired on the ‘rebels’ 
22 Those behind the  
uprising hoped to … inter-
national ‘recognition’ for 
their independence 
23 Resistance to Britain  
increased ... executions 
took place 
24 An ‘up-and-down’ head 
movement meaning ‘yes’ 

 Down  
1 Patrick … read the inde-
pendence proclamation 
2 This article is about a very 
important event in … history 
3 ‘In ... sense, the Great 
War came ‘just at the right 
time’ for the British govern-
ment.’ 
4 Those behind the uprising 
had … chance of success 
once the British Army  
attacked them 
5 After six days the rebels 
had no … choice than to 
surrender 
6 There were seven men … 
signed the proclamation 
10 The ‘unionists’ … to be 
ruled by Westminster! 
11 The outbreak of the 
Great War in 1914 meant 
that ... for home rule took a 
‘back seat’ 
13 ‘In the name of God and 
of the dead generations 
from which she receives 
her ... tradition of nation-
hood’ 
16 Opposite of ‘yes’ 
17 I am, you are, …/she/it is 
18 The condemned men  
left their cells … 3.45am 
20 There will be many 
events held … Ireland this 
year to mark the 100th anni-
versary of the Easter Rising 
21 Although the events of 
1916 took place ... long ago, 
they are still very relevant 
for the current generation      

1  2  3 4  5 6  

    7      

8       9  10 

     11     

12   13    14   

     15 16    

 17 18   19  20 21  

22    23   24   

 

(Photo: Irish Defence Forces) 
An Irish soldier holds a copy of the declaration of  
independence which was read by Patrick Pearse  

on Easter Monday 1916 



©  The School Times International 2016      Tel: +45 4913 3394      Internet: www.schooltimes.com 

Page 6 March 2016 The School Times 

UNITED STATES 

 

P EOPLE can find 
themselves in 
prison for many 

reasons. Most ‘serve time’ 
for crimes they’ve 
committed. Others end 
up in prison for political 
reasons. And a few may 
be there through no fault 
of their own — innocent 
but convicted of a crime 
someone else committed.  
 
For Albert Woodfox, his 
imprisonment in the 
early 1970s was for 
‘robbery’. He and two 
others, Robert King and 
Herman Wallace, were 
‘petty’ criminals, who had 
carried out some minor 
thefts. The ‘State 
Penitentiary’ that these 
three men were sent to is 
known as ‘Angola’. It is 
located on the site of a 
former cotton plantation 
and the slaves who once 
worked there were 
kidnapped from the 
African country of 
Angola.  
 
However, Woodfox, King 
and Wallace had all 
become members of the 
‘The Black Panthers’ —  
a ‘revolutionary’ organi-
sation whose aim was to 
protect black people from 
police brutality and 
violence. The murders of 
peaceful, black civil rights 

leaders such as  
Martin Luther King, 
Medgar Evers and  

Malcom X sent 
shockwaves through 
black communities in  
the 1960s. Since non-
violence was being met 
with brutalty and 
murder, The Black 
Panthers offered a more 
‘active’ resistance. But  
they also worked as a 
social organisation, 
offering support to young 
black men and women.  
 
The organisation became 
very popular across 
America, but was seen as 
a ‘threat to society’ by the 
head of America’s federal 
police force (the FBI)  
J. Edgar Hoover.  

Inside ‘Angola’ in the 
early 1970s, the three 
young men (who had all 
recently joined The Black 
Panthers), attempted to 
speak out against the 
corruption and abuse 
taking place inside the 
state-run prison. Non-
violent protests and 
hunger strikes were 
organised. The idea was 
to get media attention on 
what was actually going 
on inside Angola.  
 
But those running the 
‘bloodiest prison’ in the 
Southern states began 
punishing the ringleaders  
   continued on page 7 

INJUSTICE, CIVIL RIGHTS & RACISM   
 
 
 

Land of the Free? 
 
 
 

Albert Woodfox set free after 43 years in solitary confinement 

 

(Photo: School Times Images) 

 

The imprisonment of Albert Woodfox and the two others of the ‘Angola 3’ was  
described by Amnesty International as ‘cruel, inhuman and degrading’  

‘It is located on 
the site of a 
former cotton 
plantation and 
the slaves who 
once worked 
there were 
kidnapped from 
the African 
country of 
Angola. ’ 
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of the protests. After all, 
the outside attention  
they were causing was 
unwelcome for the  
prison warden and staff.  
 
Woodfox, King and 
Wallace were suddenly 
charged with the murder 
of a prison guard. A 
murder they denied 
having anything to do 
with. Nevertheless, they 
were convicted on ‘flimsy’ 
evidence and sentenced 
to ‘solitary confinement’.  
 
Leaving a prisoner in a 
cell, alone, for any length 
of time is an unusual  
and cruel form of punish-
ment. The cells that these 
three men were kept in 
measured about two 
metres by three metres. 
For 23 hours a day they 
remained locked up. 
Their time in ‘solitary’ 
was not measured in days 
or weeks, as you might 
expect — their suffering 
lasted for decades. 
 
Over the years the  
men became known as 
‘The Angola 3’. They 
continued to protest their 
innocence and their case 
became widely known. 
And yet, in spite of 
Amnesty International, 
celebrities and lawyers 
working for their release, 
the state authorities in 
Louisiana kept them 
locked in their concrete 
‘tombs’.     
 
Robert King was finally 
released in 2001. 
Herman Wallace was set 
free in 2013, just three 
days before he died of 
cancer. But Albert 
Woodfox remained in 
solitary confinement — 
for a cruel and inhuman 
43 years.  

What civilized country 
keeps a human being 
locked up in those 
conditions for almost 
four and half decades? 
The answer is, the 
country that calls itself 
‘the land of the free’. 
 
A few weeks ago Albert 
Woodfox was released. 
His long nightmare was 
finally over. He was set 
free on the day of his 
69th birthday. Incredible 
as it seems, there were 
still those opposed to him 
being let out of prison. 
Even though charges 
against him had been 
shown to be false. The 
state Attorney General, 
James Caldwell, and the 
prison warden, Burl Cain, 
were in favour of the 
cruel, vindictive and 
unjust suffering of 
Woodfox continuing! In 
2016, you could be 
forgiven for thinking that 
America’s civil rights 
movement never really 
happened at all.   




  605 words 
3,031 characters  
(2¼ DK normalsider) 
 
For more on injustice and 
racism see The School Times, 
September 2010 (The Story of 
Willie McGee) 
 
 

For ‘Questions on the text’ 
see Worksheet 2 
 
WORDS 
bloodiest – in the text, most 
violent 
confinement – imprisonment 
corruption – dishonesty; scandal 
degrading – shameful; 
humiliating 
flimsy – weak; unconvincing 
inhuman – cruel; merciless 
penitentiary – in the text, prison 
petty – minor or small-time 
ringleaders – in the text, those in 
charge of the protest; group 
leaders;  
serve time – undergo a prison 
sentence 
tomb – grave 
 

 

UNITED STATES 

 
 
 

 
 

The Prison Puzzle 
    1      

 2         

  3        

4          

  5        

 6         

   7       

   8       

9          

  10        

 11         

Clues 
 
1 Their imprisonment 
was described as ‘…,  
inhuman, and degrading’ 
by Amnesty International 
 
2 African country  
mentioned in the text 
 
3 The ‘Black …’ 
 
4 The outside attention 
the prison was getting 
was unwelcome for the 
warden and his … 
 
5 The three men  
were convicted on  
‘… evidence’ 
 
6 What civilized… would 
keep a human being in 
solitary for 43 years? 
 
7 The … that the men 
were kept in measured 
only two metres by three 
metres 

 
 
8 The organisation ‘… 
International’ worked for 
the men’s release 
 
9 On his release, Albert 
Woodfox visited the … of 
his mother. He’d not 
been allowed to go to 
her funeral 
 
10 Although his night-
mare was … over, there 
were still those who were 
opposed to his release 
 
11 Angola was known as 
the bloodiest prison in 
the southern ...    
 
 
Key words (1 Down) 
 
 

____________________ 
 

(Imprisonment) 
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 ENVIRONMENT 

In  2014, Boyan 
Slat was 

crowned ‘Champion of 
the Earth’. No, not in an 
online video game or at 
some global sports event, 
but by the United 
Nations. ‘Champion of 
the Earth’ is the highest 
award that the United 
Nations can give for 
‘environmental’ work. 
For Boyan, who was  
born in 1994, the  
award recognised the 
importance of his 
attempts to clean the 
world’s seas and oceans 
from plastic waste.  
 
In the September 2010 
issue of The School 
Times, the article  
‘Plastiki Expedition’, 
highlighted a voyage 
across the Pacific to raise 
awareness of the millions 
of tons of plastic waste 
polluting that ocean and 
the need to recycle, 
rather than throw away. 
However, Dutch-born 
Boyan Slat doesn’t just 
want to raise awareness 
of the problem of plastic 
pollution — he wants to 
fix the problem.  
 
According to his 
biography, in February 

2013 he dropped out  
of his Aerospace 
Engineering study to 
start ‘The Ocean 
Cleanup’. And just over  

a year later, in June 2014, 
an international team of 
scientists and engineers 
were working on his 
ocean cleanup project!  

But how do you clean up 
an area the size of the 
Pacific Ocean? It would 
take hundreds of years, 
surely? Well, the idea 
that Boyan Slat and his 
team have, is  that 
instead of ‘going after’ 
the plastic they use a 
system which is driven by 
the ocean currents. And 
so, in theory, the plastic 
would ‘concentrate’, or 
gather itself.  
 
Trials have shown that 
the idea works. If the 
technology can be funded 
then it is thought that 
will be possible to clean 
up half of the ‘Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch’ in 
10 years’ time. This is 
good news, not only for  

 

our oceans and marine 
life, but also for humans. 
Toxins and poisons from 
plastic enter the marine 
life food chain as plastic 
waste breaks into tiny 
pieces. These toxins then 
find their way into 
humans via seafood.  
 
A remarkable crowd-
funding campaign has 
raised about €2m.  
This means that a large 
scale ‘Ocean Cleanup’ 
experiment can now 
begin. And this year a  

 continued on page 9 

 PLASTIC WASTE & RECYCLING 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Champion of 
the Earth’ 

 

(Photo: Ocean Cleanup) 
Boyan Slat, the young founder of oceancleanup.com. 

Instead of actively searching for plastic waste, the idea 
behind Boyan Slat’s project is to ‘capture’ the waste as it 

is transported by the ocean currents. In this way, the 
waste ‘collects’ and can be fished up for recycling  

‘But how do 
you clean up 
an area the 
size of the 
Pacific Ocean? 
It would take 
hundreds of 
years, surely?’  
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giant 2,000-metre 
system is expected to be 
set up in Japanese 
waters. The system will 
become the longest 
floating structure ever 
released in the ocean. 
During the test, it will 
operate for at least two 
years, catching plastic 
pollution before it 
reaches the shores near 
the location of Tsushima 
Island.  And Tsushima 
Island will then seek to 
discover if the gathered 
plastic waste can be used 
as an alternative energy 
source. 
 
The Ocean Cleanup test 
area has a large plastic 
pollution problem. 
Tsushima Island sees 
about one cubic metre of 
pollution per person 
washed up each year! 
This is why the Japanese 
local government is 
willing to try out this new 
solution to the problem. 




 448 words 
2,113 characters  
(1½ DK normalsider) 
 
For more on this subject see 
The School Times, September 
2010 (Plastiki Expedition) 
 
 

WORDS 
attempts – efforts  
biography – life story  
concentrate – in the text, flow or 
come together 
crowned – named as; awarded 
the title of 
garbage – rubbish; waste 
highlighted – drew attention to 
marine – having to do with the 
sea or ocean 
raise awareness of – make 
known; publicise  
recognised – confirmed the 
importance of; acknowledged 
toxins –poison; pollutant 
trials – tests 
waste – refuse; rubbish 
 

 

Questions on the text 
 

1 What kind of award is the 
UN ‘Champion of the 
Earth’? What is it given for? 
 
2 What did Boyan Slat 
decide to do in February 
2013? 
 
3 What natural forces does 
his project use to ‘collect’ or 
gather plastic waste? 
 
4 Why is plastic waste 
dangerous to marine life 
and to humans? 
 
5 How did Boyan Slat fund 
his ‘ocean cleanup’ idea? 
 
6 How long (in metres) is 
the test structure that will be 
set up in Japanese waters? 
 
7 Why has  the Tsushima 
Island region been chosen 
for the clean-up test? 

ENVIRONMENT 

 
 
 The Ocean Grid 

B N P A C I F I C X C V 

R P L W T Y H G U J K S 

E H P V R S H O R E S M 

C C Q T Y X Z U R H D Q 

Y L K J H P L S E G T Z 

C X D U T C H B N F O X 

L C J L Q S U W T L X O 

E V G C G P L A S T I C 

Z C X L K L M S J L N E 

W R Z E D J Y T P N S A 

X V M A R I N E J M Q N 

P L T N Z C H K B Z U P 

Find these words in the word grid above: 
 

CLEAN, CURRENTS, DUTCH, MARINE, OCEAN, 
PACIFIC, PLASTIC, RECYCLE, SHORES, 

TOXINS, WASTE  

Odd one out 
 

Tick the odd word in each of the 3-word sets  

 

(Photo: Ocean Cleanup) 

 

An oceancleanup.com test of technology that will hope-
fully help save our seas and oceans from plastic waste 

SEA OCEAN LAKE 

SYSTEM TEST TRIAL 

GARBAGE MARINE RUBBISH 

TOXIN SOLUTION FIX 

ATLANTIC ADRIATIC PACIFIC 

JAPANESE TSUSHIMA DUTCH 

IDEA THEORY ISLAND 

PLASTIC CAPTURE COLLECT 
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TRAVEL & ADVENTURE 

 

If  vintage cars are 
your thing, then 

the small Scottish town of 
Moffat is the place to be 
in late June. Since it first 
began in 1968, the Moffat 
car rally has grown to 
become one of the biggest 
2-day classic car events in 
Scotland or anywhere in 
the British Isles.  
 
The School Times visited 
the previous veteran car 
rally in Moffat, which 
takes place in the centre 
of the town, surrounded 
by the beautiful Moffat 
hills. The event is held to 
exhibit your cherished 
classic or vintage car, if 
you have one, and also 
for visitors. 
 
We arrived in the town 
on the evening of the first 
day of the event. In years 
gone by Moffat used to be 
a quiet sheep farming 
town. And as a reminder 
of this today there’s a 
large ‘Ram Statue’ on the 
High Street.  
 
On that first evening the 
normally sleepy town was 
crowded. Every hotel was 
fully booked but we had 
managed to get one of the 
few rooms left in an old  

 
country house bed and 
breakfast or B&B.  
 
Our evening walk along 
the main street revealed a 
pretty old town centre 
filled with vintage cars 
parked everywhere. The 
number of beautifully 
polished old-time 
vehicles, along with the 
historic buildings, could 
trick the mind into 
believing that time had  
been wound back 50 or 
60 years! During the two 
days of the event up to 
900 cars come to take 

 
part in the rally. Some of 
these travel hundreds of 
miles for the occasion.  
 
As it turned out, those 
taking part had booked 
every seat in the town’s 
restaurants. After trying 
to get into every available 
pub and eating establish-
ment in town, we gave up 
any hope of eating 
indoors. Moffat was 
‘fully-booked’! But 
vintage car enthusiasts 
are a hungry lot, and they 
no doubt deserved their  

continued on page 11 

VINTAGE CARS, SCOTLAND & TOURISM   
 
 
 

 

A Really Rural Rally 

 

(Photo: School Times Images) 
 The Moffat rally includes ‘vintage’ cars (usually, cars made before 1940) and ‘classic’ 
cars (vehicles more than 30 years old). Motorcycles also take part. Prizes are given on 

Sunday for the best cars. Some of competitors taking part sleep in tents at the  
showground, while others stay at the town’s charming hotels and B&Bs 

‘In years gone 
by Moffat used 
to be a quiet 
sheep farming 
town. And as a 
reminder of 
this today 
there's a large 
‘Ram Statue’ 
on the High 
Street.’  

MP3 AUDIO TEXT 
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meals after such long 
journeys. And of course 
there’s no need to starve 
when the local take-away 
is open! So we ordered 
‘take-away’ fish and 
chips! They didn’t taste  
at all bad as we sat on  
the public benches in  
the fading light of the 
summer evening.  
 
By next morning, the cars 
which had been parked in 
the main street had 
joined the hundreds of 
others at the Moffat 
showground — a large 
grassy area in the 
southern part of the 
town. We noticed 
raindrops on the window 
of our B&B as we finished 
our huge Scottish 
breakfast. So, umbrella at 
the ready, we made our 
way to the showground.  
 
We paid a small entry  
fee to get in, since the 
rally raises funds for  
the Macmillan cancer 
charity. Money to a good 
cause indeed. Once 
inside, there were endless 
rows of classic cars, 
stands selling used parts, 
vintage toy cars, and  
even some children’s 
entertainment. There 
were also food stands and 
mobile coffee shops.  
 
Each of the vintage cars 
on show was polished 
and shining. The vehicles 
involved are mostly 
British made, and so 
there were examples  
of cars produced by 
companies that 
disappeared long ago. It 
was all a reminder of the 
British car industry that 
used to be, before 
factories began closing in 
the 1960s and 70s. Being 
a ‘car rally’ many of the 

vintage models take part 
in a road run. Every 15 
minutes cars head off in 
groups of about 60, for St 
Mary’s Loch in the local 
countryside. After a 
picnic, the cars take a 
scenic route back. 
 
The Moffat Car Rally is 
organized by ‘Scottish 
Rootes Enthusiasts’. The 
2016 Classic Car Rally 
will be held on the 25th 
and 26th June. 





  599 words 
2,675 characters  
(2 DK normalsider) 
 
 

For more see Worksheet 3 

 
 

WORDS 
are your thing – interest you 
benches – long seats (usually 
wooden) 
cherished – highly valued; loved 
classic car –  an older car, 
usually at least 30 years old or 
more 
exhibit –show; display 
factories –  plural of ‘factory’, 
which is an industrial or 
manufacturing works  
fee – charge; payment 
occasion – event 
polished – shiny and bright 
rally – public meeting 
ram – a male sheep 
Rootes – the ‘Rootes’ group was 
involved in car production in 
Britain during much of the 20th 
century 
route – direction; path 
sleepy town – quiet town 
vintage car – vintage cars are 
very old, usually pre-World War II 

 
Questions on the text 
 

1 What can people exhibit at 
the Moffat Car Rally? 
 
2 What kind of town was 
Moffat in years gone by? 
 
3 How many vehicles take 
part in the two-day event?  
 
4 What did the School Times 
team find were ‘fully booked’? 
 
5 What did they notice on the 
window as they ate their 
‘huge Scottish breakfast’? 
 
6 What ‘good cause’ does the 
event raise money for?  

TRAVEL & ADVENTURE 

 
 
 

 
 

The Rally Puzzle 
1    12      

 2         

    3      

   4       

    5      

6          

7          

    8      

   9       

10          

    11      

Clues 
 
1 It’s become one of the 
biggest 2-day classic car 
events in Scotland or any-
where in the ’British …’ 
 
2 There are both ’classic’ 
and ’…’ cars at the event 
 
3 Used to be an important 
sheep farming town 
 
4 There’s a statue of one of 
these in the High Street 
 
5 Word used on page 11 
which means ’direction’ or 
’path’ (sounds a bit like the 
organisers of the Moffat car 
rally!) 
 
6 Every hotel was … 
booked 
 
7 There were so many 
beautifully … old vehicles 
that it was as though time 
had been turned back 50 or 
60 years! 
 
8 The … take-away sold 
fish and chips 

 
9 ‘There were endless … 
of classic cars’ 
 
10 Another word for cars 
and motorcycles 
 
11 The preparations for 
the 2016 rally are well 
underway. It will be … 
(past tense of ‘hold’) on 
the 25th and 26th of 
June 
 
 

Key words (12 Down) 
 
 

____________________ 
 
 
____________________ 

 

(A ‘holy’ destination) 
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Cars! 
 
Miaow from Felix! Did you just 
read that article on pages 10 & 11? 
It’s all about cars at the moment. 
And do you know something —  
I don’t like cars. You see, every 
time I’m in a car I always end up  
at the vet! But that’s not the only 
reason. They are also very  
dangerous. My mother, Sasha, was 
run over and killed by a car. It was 
very sad. So everyone reading this 
must be very careful with cars. Never drive too fast, and 
if you are out walking, always look right and left before 
crossing a road. 
One person who does like cars is Sheba, the ‘School Times 
Dog’. She says she’s only had nice times with cars, apart 
from one time when her ear got stuck in an electric car  
window — ouch!. But apart from that, she loves cars. You 
see, every time she gets into a car, she gets to go to the 
beach, to walk and swim, and meet other dogs. She always 
smells of seaweed when she gets back. Pooh, what a pong!  
There’s another reason I mention cars. It’s because one of 
the young people here is ‘learning how to drive’. So soon 
there will be another human who will be able to drive these 
dangerous machines on the roads where cats (and some 
humans) walk. The thought of another human driving a car  
worries me. There are enough cars already, and most  
humans in cars where I live drive too fast! Honestly, how 
can you cross the road when all the silly ‘car humans’ think 
they are racing drivers like Lewis Hamilton? Well, I’m a 
cat, so I’ll let you humans solve that problem!  
Bye for now, Felix  (PS A ‘pong’ is a bad smell.) 
 

Questions 
 
1. Where does Felix always end up when he’s in a car?  
 
_______________________________________ 
 
2. What should you do before crossing a road? 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
3. What does Sheba sometimes ‘pong’ of? 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
4. What ‘worries’ Felix? 
 
_______________________________________ 

Jumbled Words 
              

              

              

              

              

Helps you ‘guide’ a car:   G E R S T E I N     E H E W L     

   A car’s front window is called this:   N I N S E C R E W D     

Common type of car fuel:   R E T L O P   

Maximum km/h you may drive:   E S D E P     T I M I L          

You use these to slow a car down:   S K E R A B    

The School Cats 

Q W R D R I V E 

D X C U O Z P B 

A G H T A Z R V 

N J V N D S M E 

G K H P Q E W T 

E S A S H A L G 

R Z Q I K W P S 

O P F L V E K F 

U O R L C E Q A 

S N T Y H D J S 

B G X W Y S D T 

In the word grid above, find these words from 
the text about cars that Felix has written  

 
DANGEROUS, DRIVE, FAST, PONG, 

ROAD, SASHA, SEAWEED, SILLY, VET 
 
 

———————————————————– 
 

This mystery British car has six letters  
and its name sounds like a big cat!  

Can you guess the name?   

The Driving Word Grid 
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Our New MP3 Audio Texts 

 

 

Climate Change Debate Heating Up 

Global Terrorism: who is pulling the strings? 

The Great War 1916: huge battles, massive casualties 

US Election Circus About to Begin 

Film News: Where to Invade Next? 

The Easter that Changed Ireland (Part 1) 

A Really Rural Rally 

The Easter that Changed Ireland (Part 2) 

A Nuclear Past with No Future 

France Prepares to Host Euro 2016 

 


